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September 2017 
 It is that time of year where if you live in the Normal Hill or 

downtown Clarkston area, you are blessed with the musical chant of the 

Clarkston High School Marching Band.  Who would have known taking 

a couple flutes here, a line of snare drums there, and add a few trumpets 

could make such a magnificent song?  These kids spend hours studying 

their music, practicing their steps that have been marked on paper, and 

creating a relationship with each other that has one like-minded goal: 

form together to make an eye-popping show, that would wow the most 

critical judge to receive top honors.  This is accomplished by time and 

continually practicing of their individual talents.    

 Life is one big practice.  In life, when we practice, it sometimes 

seems the one little thing we do is insignificant.  We want to give up after one try and not to keep 

going.  But when we ‘FAIL’ it is only our “First Attempt in Learning” and we need to keep going.  

Have trust that the path we are given is the right path.  If we refer to the steps we are given in an 

amazing paper book “The Bible”.  We just need to read and study the steps, daily.  If we are con-

fused, we need to ask for guidance and understanding to decipher the text.  We are called to make 

relationships with each other and bring each of our individual talents together.  By adding togeth-

er all these components we create a magnificent show that will surely make God pleased in our 

efforts! 

 Keep practicing, keep studying the steps, and keep up the communication to those around 

you, surely your efforts will be rewarded in the largest honors, the eyes of the Lord! 

  Sarah Emerich 

   LINK Editor 
 



Dear Church Family, 

     The past two years we have offered a 

Wednesday evening program for adults 

and children.  Two years ago we gath-

ered for The Story, a nine-month journey 

through God’s Word, and last year we 

explored Believe, a 30-lesson study of 

the basic beliefs of our Christian faith.  

In addition to the program itself, which 

met 6:00-7:00pm, the Children’s Chime 

Choir rehearsed 5:00-5:30pm and we all 

gathered 5:30-6:00pm for a light supper 

where we met new people, caught up with friends and spent time with our own family. 

     This fall we will continue our Wednesday evening program and we are going to give it 

a name: MidWeek at Congo-Pres.  Following the same time frame as last year, we will 

have Chime Choir rehearsal, a light supper, a video-based program for the adults, and 

Kids Club for the children.  Also, one or two additional adult offerings are in the works 

for MidWeek at Congo-Pres and we look forward to sharing more about those with you 

soon. 

     MidWeek at Congo-Pres will begin on September 13.  Kicking off the adult program 

will be a 7-week video series on Grace by well-known Christian author and speaker Max 

Lucado, followed by a 6-week video series on Prayer by Anne Graham Lotz, the daugh-

ter of evangelist Billy Graham.  Each week we will watch a brief video followed by dis-

cussion around our tables. 

     Let me share with you a little more about our first series on Grace which is sub-titled 

More Than We Deserve - Greater Than We Imagine.  In this series, Max Lucado calls us 

to consider the abundant richness of God’s offer of grace.  It’s an offer to live a changed 

life, a call to genuine transformation and the courage to see it through.  As believers in 

Christ we know that grace is the key to our relationship with God.  We’ve been taught 

that we are saved by grace, but have we really taken hold of it?  Or rather, has it taken 

hold of us? 

     When we meet together as God’s people around a topic like grace, something more 

happens to us than just learning a few new things about the subject.  As we meet, the Ho-

ly Spirit is present with us, and our thoughts and conversations allow him to move among 

us and bind us together as friends in Christ.  We will not only be talking about grace – 

WE WILL EXPERIENCE GRACE! 

     One last thing.  Throughout the year our meal menus are planned ahead of time and 

people are given the opportunity to sign up for what they would like to bring.  However, 

our first meal together on September 13 is “Potluck.”  So, if you are able to join us, bring 

whatever dish you would like to share with others and come with a good appetite to en-

joy the wonderful food. 
  Yours in Christ, 

      Pastor Steve 
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9:00am Contemporary Service   

This worship offers a relaxed way to praise our Lord.  Our talented Song 

Team leads our music.  Children’s Church is available for kids entering 

Preschool thru 5th grade (kids excused after young disciples).  Come as 

you are and worship in a casual atmosphere.  

 

10:15am & Noon ~ All-Church Fellowship  

Join us for coffee and cookies to catch-up with each other’s lives. This 

sense of community is vital in the Church atmosphere, as we get to know 

our neighbors! Childcare available during the 10:15a fellowship hour. 

 

11:00am Traditional Service   

This worship is traditional with hymn selections sung by our choir and 

special music offerings.  Join us for refreshments following worship.  
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all church Campout! 
September 15-17 
 at Hells Gate  

State Park 

Plan now to join us for this annual event!  

Campers should make reservations in 

south portion of loop B for RV's and trailers . North end of loop C for 

tent campers. Camping spaces are already filling up fast so make res-

ervations soon!  Make your Reservations online at 

www.idahostateparks.reserveamerica.com/hells-gate-state-park 

Friday Evening 

7:30pm  

 S'mores around 

the camp fire  

Saturday Morning 

9:00am   

Hike in the park  

Saturday Afternoon  

games, crafts, and 

relaxing  

Saturday Evening 

 6:00pm 

 Potluck Dinner 

everyone invited 

to campground  

Sunday Morning 

8:00a  

All campers  

breakfast 

9:00a Camp Church 



 Men's Bible Study  -  We continue to meet every 

Wednesday at 6:45am in Fellowship Hall with Pastor 

Steve, who leads our study and discussion.  We are  

currently reading the Gospel of Mark.  Enjoy coffee and 

donuts, and experience great fellowship with the men of 

the church.  

 Wednesday in the Word -  Join us every Wednesday 

at 12:00noon (in the Chapel) with Pastor Steve for an  

in-depth study and discussion related to the Sunday 

morning sermon text.  All are welcome to join the  

 exploration of biblical teaching and its application for Christian living.    

 Women’s Sweet Hour of Prayer - Join us the 5th Saturday of this month 

 (September 30th) at 10am in the Admin. Conference Room, as we lift each  

 other in prayer. If you have questions, call Leslie Schrette (208-790-4799)  

  Women’s Association will resume on September 11th at 10am in  

  Fellowship Hall. 

 Women’s Book Club will resume on September 5th at 10:30am in the  

 Chapel. We will be discussing “Love Does” by Bob Goff.   

 Monday Night Ladies Bible Study will resume on September 11th at  

 6:45pm in the Conference Room. We will begin our study, “Prayers of the 

 New Testament.” 

 Friday Morning Ladies Bible Study will resume on September 8th.  We  

 meet in the Chapel from 9:45a to 11:00a.  This fall we will be studying the 

 Book of Romans. All women are warmly welcome to join us in study and 

 fellowship.  Study guides will be available at the meetings and are 

 $5.00.  For questions call Jean Allen, 208-746-0557. 

Adult 
Small 
Groups 

MidWeek at Congo-Pres 
Begins  

Wednesday, September 13 
In Fellowship Hall 

 

Children’s Chime Choir - 5-5:30pm 
Simple Supper (Sept. 13: Potluck Night) - 5:30pm 
Study at 6:00 – 7:00pm  
 

 Study for the children: “Congo-Pres Kids’ Club” 
 Study for the adults: “Grace, More Than We Deserve –  
  Greater Than We Imagine” a video series by Max Lucado 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     

1 

9a Sr. Exercise 

 

2 
 

3 
9a Worship  

10:15a Fellowship 

11a     Worship 

12n     Fellowship 

3p Worship @ RPCC 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

10:30a Women’s 

Book Club 

 

 

. 

 

6 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n Wed. in the Word 

 

 

 

7 
 

8 

9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

9 
 

10 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a    Worship 

12n    Fellowship 

5:30p Youth BBQ 

 

11 
10a Women’s  

       Association 

12n CPC Fund 

Mtg. 

 

 

6:45p Women’s 

Bible Study 

12 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

11a Sr. Min. Mtg 

 

 

 

6:30p Board Mtg 

13 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n  Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’s Chime Choir 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p  MidWeek Study 

7p Choir 

14 
 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

15 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

 

16 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

17 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a    Worship 

12n    Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p YIPPY 

 

18 
9a  Sr. Exercise 

 

 

19 
9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

20 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’s Chime Choir 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p  MidWeek Study 

7p Choir 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

22 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

 

 

 

23 

 

24 
9a Worship  

10a Fellowship 

11a    Worship 

12n    Fellowship 

5:30p Wired 

6:30p YIPPY 

 

 

25 

9a  Senior  

           Exercise 

1p Service Min.  

           Mtg 

 

 

6:45p Women’s 

Bible Study 

26 
9a LINK  

     Volunteers 

9:30a Staff Mtg. 

 

 

 

27 
6:45a Men’s Bible Study 

9a  Sr. Exercise 

12n Wed. in the Word 

 

5p Children’s Chime Choir 

5:30p Simple Supper 

6p  MidWeek Study 

7p Choir 

28 
 

 

 

 

6p Bell Choir 

29 
9a Sr. Exercise 

9:45a Women’s  

     Bible Study 

 

 

 

30 
10a Sweet 

Hour of  

Prayer 

 

Food Bank Sunday 

Hands 

and Feet 

 Service 

Day 8am 

Communion Sunday  

LINK  

Deadline 

Noon 

Office Closed 

Happy Labor 

Day! 

All-Church Campout at 

Hells Gate State Park 

10a Sr.  

Picnic at 

Deyo Pond 

Israel Seminar 

Friday: 6:30-9p  

Sat. 9a-Noon 

Birthday Sunday 



Fit & Fall Proof  (Senior Exercise) 

meets Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9am 

in Fellowship Hall.  Now is a great time to join!  

We have fun and get our joints moving! 

Join us on Thursday, September 21st for 
a Picnic at Deyo Pond, a beautiful 55-
acre reservoir in a farm and timbered 

landscape near Weippe.  We’ll enjoy a provided picnic lunch.  After 
lunch we’ll drive 4 miles to Weippe and visit the Lewis & Clark Interpre-
tive Center for a short presentation on the first meeting of the Corps of 

Discovery with the Nez Perce tribe.  The bus will leave the church at 
10am, so plan accordingly.  Sign-up for this event in Fellowship Hall or in 

the Church Office 208-743-4444. 

Discovery Picnic at Deyo Pond 

Thursday September 21
st
 

10:00am-2:00pm 

 Calling all kids!  Children’s Chime Choir will resume this fall, 

starting on Wednesday, September 13.  Practices are held every Wednesday 

upstairs in Pilgrim Hall from 5 to 5:30 pm, just before the all-church 

Wednesday night program.  Children in the choir are generally between the 

age of 5 and 11.  They are welcome to invite their friends outside the 

church to ring with us, too.  The kids learn to ring handchimes and 

‘Boomwhackers’ and play for our worship services three or four times a 

year.  No prior music reading experience is required, only a desire to make 

music and a sense of rhythm.  If your child would be interested, please con-

tact Greg Thompson at 509-758-2622. 

 Adult Bell Choir is seeking more ringers.  The bell choir is a 

small group ministry.  While we play primarily for worship at our 

church, we also play occasionally for other churches and for assisted 

living facilities in our area.  We also participate in an annual bell workshop in the spring, where 

we join with bell choirs from other churches in the Inland Northwest to learn more about bells 

and to ring together as a large massed choir.  We practice for about an hour and a half every 

Thursday night; our first rehearsal will be at 6 pm on September 14.  If you haven’t rung bells be-

fore, ringing in a bell choir is unlike playing most other musical instruments.  It isn’t as difficult to 

learn to ring just a few bells as it is to learn something like the piano, but it does require a lot of team-

work.  It’s like eleven people playing a piano, with each person playing only a few assigned 

keys.  Every ringer in the choir is very important; a missing ringer is like missing keys on a pi-

ano.   That means that ringing in the bell choir is a serious commitment, but it is also a wonderful op-

portunity to meet, have fun and bond with others in our faith.  

 We welcome anyone who loves bell music, experienced ringer or not.  If you haven’t played 

handbells (or any other musical instrument) before, we will devote time to teaching you what you need 

to know before assigning you a part to ring.  If you would be interested in joining our choir or would 

like more information about it, please contact our di-

rector, Greg Thompson, at 509-758-2622. www.congopres.org     7 

Bell Choir Dates: 

Children’s  

Chime Choir: 

Begins Wednesday, 

Sept. 13th @ 5pm 
 
 

Adult Bell Choir: 

Begins Thursday, 

Sept. 14th: 6p 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

10 11 12 13 
 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 
 

21 22 
 

24 25 26 27 28 29 

 Please contact McLane Stone,  
Associate Pastor, or Bobbi Jo Sinner,  

Youth Ministry Secretary at                                
208-743-4444, in the church office. 

PLEASE  NOTE  YOUTH  MINISTRY  CHANGES: 
 

Yippy and Wired will now be held on Sunday evenings.  There 
will be a combined dinner from 6:30-7:00pm. Wired will be held 
from 5:30-6:30pm then Yippy will be held from 7:00-8:00pm   

 Nez Perce County 
Fair Sept 21-24 

 

 

Lewiston Round -Up 
 September 7-10 

Labor Day 
Weekend  

No school! 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

Wired  
5:30-6:30pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

YIPPY  
7:00-8:00pm 

 

Fall  
Kick-Off 

 BBQ  
 

 5:30-7:00 

 



Questions? Contact Kelly Paynter, Director of Children’s Ministries, at kellyP@congopres.org, 

208-743-4444 or 208-791-1262.   
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Hey, Congo-Pres Kids!  You’re invit-

ed to  Children’s Church each Sun-

day morning! Come to the 9:00am 

Worship Service and right after the 

Young Disciples time, all kids who 

are in Preschool (4 years) through 

Fifth Grade are invited upstairs Pil-

grim Hall for Children’s Church!  

Each week has a Bible Lesson and 

fun activities!  *A note to Parents: 

Children’s  Church concludes at 

10:15am.  At that time, you may 

come get your child(ren) and take 

them to the All–Church Fellowship 

time in Fellowship Hall or allow 

them to remain upstairs, with our fun 

child-care providers.  Please pick 

them up by 11:00am.  We will not 

dismiss the children to Fellowship 

Hall without an adult.   

Preschool to Fifth Grade 

Believe: An All-Church  

Wednesday Night Gathering 

There’s a place for all kids Preschool to 5th grade at 

Congo-Pres Kids Club!  Join us Wednesday nights in 

September  beginning on September 13th!  A family 

style supper begins at 5:30 followed by our super awe-

some Kids Club from 6-7pm!  Come have fun with us 

as we will be digging into The Life of Jesus!  This year 

kids will discover that Jesus is a real person—a real 

friend—who makes a difference in their lives TODAY. 

Wednesday nights will be full of interactive Bible les-

sons, games, crafts and fun!  Hope to see you there!  

Congo-Pres 

September 10 @ 10:30 am in 

the Pilgrim Hall Chapel 



Pancake Mix  Dry Cereal  

Muffin Mix  Oatmeal 

Syrup   Flour  

Cake Mixes Sugar 

Toothpaste  Spices 

Frosting  Crackers 

Mac & Cheese 

Hamburger/Chicken Helpers 

These items may be 

brought to Fellowship 

Hall and deposited in 

the grocery cart there.  

Thank you!!! 

Community Action Food Bank 

September 17th has been designated as 

Food Bank Sunday. This month, the 

Food Bank has expressed a need for the 

 following items: 

“The Physical Setting of the Bible” 
With Dr. John DeLancey 

September 22-23 
 

Friday(22nd) Evening 6:30-9pm 
and  

Saturday(23rd) Morning, 9a-12noon  
 

All are invited to join us in Fellowship Hall for this seminar which 
will explore the archaeology, historical geography, and cultural 

context of the Bible. 
 

In 2015 a group of 24 from our congregation went on an 11-day trip to Israel, 
led by Dr. John DeLancey.  A future trip with Dr. DeLancey is being discussed – 

further information will be available when he joins us in September. 
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LINK Deadline & Volunteers 
The deadline to submit articles for OCTOBER LINK is  

 

Articles may be sent via email  

to SarahE@congopres.org or 

brought to the church office.  Articles received past the noon time will not be guaranteed 

submission, so plan accordingly.  Volunteers will meet in the Administration Building 

on Tuesday, September 26th at 9am to assemble the LINK for mailing. 

Monday,  September 18th  

at Noon 

 

Mark your Calendars: September 3rd.  Join us monthly as we  

celebrate with cake during Fellowship Hour for a special Happy 

Birthday Celebration for our Friends and Members!  Stop by for 

some cake, coffee and conversation for your special birthday month! 
 

September Birthdays: Seth Dilling, Bobbi Jo Sinner (2nd); Joline 

Moore (4th); Norma Bradshaw, Elaine Williams (5th); John Tilton 

(6th); Jazmine Olson, Lee Owens, Jim Solem (7th); Connie McDon-

ald, Amy Parker (10th); McLane Stone, Joy Gerritsen, Lloyd Re-

uschlein, Laura Williams (11th); Lori Holder (12th); Pat Emerich, 

Tina Lantz, Clare McCracken (14th); Bob Allen, Norma Dahlgren, Gale Kambitsch, 

Geonna Travis (15th); Stephnay Gossage, Tami Thomson (18th); Cher Sherwin (19th); 

Jeanne Freer, Kate Nowlin (21st); Ben Barkley (22nd); Morgan Ashe, Jacquie Shore 

(23rd); Ella Walker (24th); John Mannschreck (25th); Vivian Seubert (26th) 
 

If we missed your birthday please let Sarah in the office know (743-4444). 
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Gale Kambitsch is turning 90 

on Friday September 15th! 
 

Gale and her sons are inviting 

you to come casually dressed on 

September 15th to her home on 

2210 Sunset Drive between 2:00 

and  4:00 pm to wish her a  

Happy Birthday and have a piece 

of Birthday cake.   

No gifts please. 

Lewis Clark  
Bible Institute 
Classes Begin in 

 September 
 
Lewis Clark Bible Institute

(LCBI) will begin offering clas-

ses this coming September us-

ing classroom space at Lewis-Clark State College.  

LCBI is a community based educational organization 

that exists to equip followers of Christ for ministry in 

their homes, community, local churches, and the mis-

sion field. At LCBI, believers can receive training in 

biblical and doctrinal studies, ministry, and leadership 

to be prepared to do the work of ministry (Ephesians 

4:11 – 16). 
Questions?  Contact Pastor Steve 

 (208-743-4444 or  swilbraham@cableone.net).   
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PASTORS 

Rev. Steve Wilbraham . . .. …………………. Senior Pastor 

               SteveW@congopres.org 

Rev. McLane Stone………………………..Associate Pastor 

             MclaneS@congopres.org  

 

MINISTRY TEAM 

Leslie Schrette.....……. . . . . . ………..... ….. Adult Ministry 

Shannon Van Buren. .. . . . . . . ………… Children’s Ministry 

Jana Peer………...….... . . . . . . ……. ….…... . . . . . . . Clerk  

Peggy Fulton. . . . . . . . . . …………...... .CPC Fund Ministry 

Shari Rhodes……. . . . . . . ... . . …... . .……... . ... Fellowship 

Jim Schroeder. . . . . ………….. .Membership & Evangelism 

Andrea Wagner. . . . . . . ….... ….…... . . . . . . . . .. . . Mission 

Jim Osborn…………. . . . . . …….….. Senior Adult Ministry 

Carol Trautman . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .…... . .. ……... . . .Service 

Tom Boubel…... . . . . . . . . . . . . ….… . ….…... Stewardship 

Melanie Gibler... . . . . . . . ……... . .…... ... ……... . Worship 

Becky Johnson . . . . . . . . . . . . . …….…....... Youth Ministry 

Trustees: 

John Mannschreck, Josh McKarcher, John Vornholt 

 

STAFF 
 

Sarah Emerich…………..Secretary, LINK Editor 

                                         SarahE@congopres.org 
 

Kathy Johnson ………...Administrator/Treasurer 

                         KathyJ@congopres.org 
 

Beth Katzenberger…...Music Ministries Director 

                 BethK@congopres.org 
 

Jim McCracken...……Senior Ministries  Director 

      JimM@congopres.org 
 

Kelly Paynter……Children’s Ministries Director 

                KellyP@congopres.org 
 

Bobbi Jo Sinner ………………..Youth Secretary 

             BobbiJoS@congopres.org 
 

Rich Kaiser………………….………. Custodian 

     richkaiser@verizon.net 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS: 

M-Th:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Friday:  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

If you would like to be removed from our mailing list 

or start receiving your copy of The LINK by email, 

please email your request to semerich@cableone.net. 


